NELLIE WAS A LADY
" A Molodrama in the Rough"
nmea=meme==eBy oyne Allen
DIRECT(R *S SPEECH#*#**x(After rcciting a short prelude and a fow cxplamatory notes,
tho dircctor bogins the show by pointing out Little Nell and the
H oro coming dovm the balcony stepss They have been toa squarc
dance and the Hero, Honest Hubcrt, is escorting her home) The
Spotlight will foliow the *wo charasverx down the steps ond onto
the contor of “he stoge, where thoy pause for the first scene in
the molodrams,
IZ0:  (7ith bashful gesturesg Y ou shore looked pretty toniight Nellioce
LETL MWi%h hand to mouth otce) Thanks to lux tolict soaph
BZ20 May I eall on you Saturday night to tako you to Mrss Wigglebottom®s corn bee?
NELL. E£hucksis IYd like to go Huber%x but I%m oloping with Phil Updcbuckets
FEROs Thot voif? I saw him eyeing you tonight Nclla You cant't clope with hims
You havoen’t oven got a ‘ladder?d
IELLs Wo're using a rope mede out of sheotst
fEROe Noll, I can‘t let ydou do this., What wiil your poor fathor do?
NE".Le Ho®ll just do withhus. Phil Jpdobucket asked me to be his bride and I
nave conesented: He wants to sharc his mo#, stars, my monocy with mce I rememboy
!is very words, "I know it is BigeO=lls, but I want you to enjoy life as I doe
TEROe Ho thinks your pa is rich, thct's alls Wait until he discovers that it is
confederate meney that your cld man hos under his matress$
HE.Le You arc very insulting Huberte I think you ought to gow===and ydu needn't
bothor about coming back to m -=-EVER3 (Exit Noll into curtain)
FERO**x (speaking to audionee) You hoard what she said, "Nover™d All rightd If
that's tho way she wants it 3 I'1l go right out there ancd watch the show from
thore and scc how they get along without a Herot She can®t do this to m3 The
train ean just run over her for all I earced Ifm throughi (exit into audicncees=prow
rorcbly on front row)
DIRECTR **#Ch con't be that way Hubcrtd Nell was only kiddinge It's just in the
scripte She had to say ite You'll win in the cnde Just woit until the Villian
Cesserts here-shetll beg you to come backe
TEROe Lot her bege I aintt o comingl
DIRECTCRes Y ou hoard Nell say that Phil Updebucket is coming aftdr her Saturday
nkght to clopos Woll, its Saturday night and Nell is home with her aged fathere
As the curtain opons we find him cutting out paper dolls and meking faces at the
uage Nell is poeling apples and anxiously awaiting the arriwval of her néw beaus
FATEERe (gives the raspberry sign to the imnginary cat)
NELLs (poeling apples and throwing the peelings over her shoulder) Harkl I hear
footprints§ Who can it be?
PESSIMISTe You know wvery good and woll who it can bcl You've been expecting him
for days now} :
FATEERe Tis only the wind and the windy, my doar
It always happpms this time of year
Thorts going to be a storm I fear,
CHOIRe Twas o dark and dreary night
All: the stars were shining brighte
Pessimiste Yo dopesd Stars don't shine bright on adark and dreary nightd
CHOIRs AND THE STARS WERE SHINING BRIGHT 1§
ENTER VILLIANe (knocks at thc door)
FATHERs Answer the:dcor, Nclle
NELL. Answer yourself, you ain't erippled and besides I answered it last$
FATHER, (Greoting villian) Welcomc$
VILLIANe Wolcomed I have eome to ask the hand of your swoet little innocent daughter
Nelle I lowve her and wish to proteét her alwagwe
.CHOIR, Swect little innocent Nell
As Waltor Winchell will tell
Is the prottiest thing in tho land
Sho uscs Jergon?s on her hande
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PESSIMIST. How do you knrw it isn®t Italian Balm?
CHOIR. SHE USED JERGEN?®S ON HER HAND®.
FATFERe You can' have my Nelle She only a babyl
NELLe I am noti
FATHER. YCU ARE TOOR}
NELLs I am notl
FATFERs You are tood
CHOIRs SHE IS NCT}
TISSIMISTs I2@ say_the old mants richtd
'A0IRe She is not}
/7Y GNOD SPIRITe (tapping Nell on tho shodldor) WNoll, you aron't oven thinking
of leaving your poor old father, his hair is turning groys
7} EVIL SPIRITs ( Also taps Noll on shouldor) Don't be a dripd Here¥s your chan co
73's o mon ain't he? Your dad ain't so poor$ Dock underncath that matresst
> you think he dricks ccloreback? That was opportunity knocking i
IZLLe ®Tis hard to detersminel .
CHOIRe She oughtn't to po away-=It will hurt him so}
17ILL SHE LEAVE HIM?
Can he do wi thout her?
Can he stand not secin~ that lovins in her eyes?
PESSIMISTe I Knowl
CHOIRes SHUT UP YOU'LL SPOIL TIE STCRY}
NELLe YOU can't fool me, I know8® Ho just wants me to stay and sweep the fléors
CHOIRs AND DO THE LITTLE CHCRESe
PESSIMISTs And dig that well next springl
NELL. (vory, very, drematic) Pa, I'm a goinz}
BATHERe Is this your finnl diffusion?
JELLe OUI Qui Pop eck
VILLIAN, (as he embraces her) Ha Ha me proud becauty? You sholl be happyl
* will dress you in splendord (Turns to audionce with hand to mouth) Little does
he know I'm stealing all hie dough}
UATFERs (%o audience with hond to mouth also) Little does he knows
: That I hove no doughd
{ELL, FAREWELL to thee$ Be pood} (exit Noll with Villain)
~HOIRes Woop not heart broken father
She's just going to have a now home §
TESSIMISTe Whatts wrong with the one shots got?
CHOIRe SHE®S GOING TO HAVE A NEW HOME}
FATHFRs (shaking his hand full of paper dolls ot thom) You eannct return to the
peavined You are an ungrated You must never again darken my doord Don'%t think
I'11 forward your mail oither?$
CHOIRs TWAS A DARK AND DREARY NIGHT
VHEN NELLIE WENT [WAY
(sing) OH THEY HAVE TAKEN IER AWAY, THEY HAVE T.KEN HER AWAY AND YOU'LL
NEVER SEE YOUR NELLIE ANYMCRE }
DIRECTOR'S 2nd SPEECH (comparatively short explanation regording the marriage
and sad life of Little Necll after she bocomes Mrse Updebucket §)
FATHERe (still cutting out paper cdolls) Berhops I should put o light in the
window ffor my wandoring daurhtere
(M) GOOD SPIRIT. That is an exdellont ideal She mey need the flame to guide
her footsteps homeward, and besidos, it can't hurt anythinges
(M) EVIL SPIRIT, Why leave a 1isght? You must remember your threate-eNover
again must she darken your doord She ain't blindl And you might burn down the
housee What if there ehould be an aire-rnidd (blows out candle)
FATHFRes Hark8 I hcar footprints$ (to Evil Spirit) Opon the doore
EVIL SPIRITe I can't you fool, I*m o ppirit}
FATFERs (goos to door and opens it) Good eveninge
STOOGE, (e‘bops inside doore Is dressed like a hirh school student) Ifm from Hicke
mon High Schoole Our English class is meking a survey for the vietory garden
campe.ign and I would like to know if you ars got<i 4o plant a rordsr +hils springe
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FATHERe No hccd And besides, I've leased my plot to Rinpling Brose (Exit Stoope
ond father rosume posftions Agoin thero is a knock ot tho #oors
FATHERs (rofusing to go to tho door) lho is it%
NELLe (offstage shcuting) OPEN the doore Open the coors
Itm your sweet little Nellie
Dontt ycu love my anymoro?
FATHER (opons the door and Nell entcrs in gorgcous creation from Harzfeld?s)
DIRECTORe Wait just o minuted Liston Helenl What do you mem by appearancc
with such a lovely gown on? You are supposed to be portraying a girls who has
beon unhappy oné poverty stricken for onc yoare Do you think she would look
likg that?
WELL. (Vorv perturbed) Listen hore Wayne Allen:d I woent down to H.rzfeld's three
“rcks aro to get pormission to wonr thise I spent two hours being fitteds If
sHou think I'm mot going to pget a chance to wear it, you're crazy.}d
D HECT@Re Vory welld But you look very silly and you'll never vill the Acadamey
hwward ot this rated
FATHER. (%o dircector) Where were wo?
DIRECTRo ™I'm your sweot little Nellig, don't you know me anymorc?
FATHERs (rosuming character) What do you want?
(M). EVIL SPIRITe Arc you kidding?
FATFERe (Pointing to baby) What's ¥hat youtve got?
(i) EVIL SPIRITe Aro you kidding? ‘
NELLes Shets Dummye Ho's my soni
GOOD SPIRITe YouPre a grandfatheri
FATHEKe Looks just like it's grandmcther, poor thingl WVhere did you get him?
(M) EVIL SPIRITs Are you kidding?
NELLs Fathor, will you cver forpive met I was so young and ho was so handson
and the wedding was so beautiful § But we've had a misunderstandinge 16 doesn't
love meé anymorce He has brought me sorrowe He left me without a pemny, so I
ran away } Incidentally, I had the most wonderful time in Renol
rATHEke Come to me arms me beavous lad$ Come to me arms Kidl
CHOIRe And so Nell is back again
Nell is back again
Shets beck
Look at hore===----BACK §
PESSIITESTe Shc's black if you ask meld
CHOIR**¥[HO DID?
(Father and Nell resumc pcsitions as in berinning)
VILLIANe (bursts into room wi thout Imccking) Ho Ha me ox=proud boauty$ I have
found yous I hawe come to take my dumgy}
NELL. YOUR DUMMY §
VILLIAN. My cdummy i
NELLe Your dummy ¢
Villioame My dummyd
FATHERe Loave this house you cur§ Hark} I hear footprintsl Scunds like o muled
CONSTUBULEs (ontoring) It ain't no mule
You gol darn fool
Cantt you sce
Im the constubule?
FATHERs THEN arrest this rodents He has brourht sorrow to my daughter and mod
VILLIANe I have note ;
FATHERe You have tocd
VILLIANe I have not
“ATHER. ¥ou have tco}
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CONSTUBULEes Vihat did he do?
What did he do?
That is the harm that
Hevs brung to you?
FiTHERe He's wrecked my farm and ruined my daurhters IHe owmn to be tried for
maneslouchter 3
PESSINMISTe Why?
CTOIite NuWVER MIND S
The dialogue is getting rough
Mrse Williams may not like this stuff
And she's Will Hoys her, you know
She has the power to stor this show}
BE CAREFUL T/HAT 70U DO#s*x**0R IRSs WILLIALS WILL HOODOU YOUY

Arrost this mme He's wrecked the farme
He has brourht harm cnd harm and harm
The chickens havon't layed since the day
He took sweet little innocent Yoll awayd
PESSINISTs Vihy doosn't he try Neutrinaf¥
CONSTUBULEs Tis an awful Jam thet you arc in
Y ou must pay the price of sin
Y outve wrecked the form and ruined his daurhter
I reckon I ourht to fine you abeout a dollar and a quarters
VILLIANe But I can't pay the feod Oh fiddle doo deed
CONSTUBULEe You must pay the feel
VILLIAMNe But I ca ntt pay the feel
COMSTUBULE. {draws ~um and shoots Villian) I%'ve killed a mand Vhat shall I do?
Election is noxt fall?y (kills himsolf)
ELLe (runs and fecls oach heart) Theytre dead$
PESSIMISTe Are you dure? It just couldn'’t end like thisd
FATHER., (FALLS DEAD)
PESSIMISTe Pleurisy}l
NELLs Are you sure? Vhat mwst I do? What must I can? Crn must I what?
What to do? TVihat to do? What to do? What to do? What to do?
DIRECTOR ¢ (Interrupting) That's your cue Herod
"EROe (shouting from audience) I'm not a comingd You heard what she told med
DIRECTOR*##**Ccme on =wee=wbe a rood sportd
(F) GOOD SPIRIT, Halt$ Don't kill ycurselfd He's just kiddenge Hetll come in a
minutes He just has tos They alwoge co down at the Varsityd
(F) EVIL SPIRIT* Mirht os well make it snappye You sce himes wrll as I dow-
sitting risht out thore in the audiencee He's not budging an inche
PESSIMIST===It serves you rirhtd (Tc Hero) I doh't blame you, I wouldn'®t take that
from nobody® She says shels n mood nctrosse==-~«=l/ELL BETTE DAVIS $e~==-Here's
your chance§
NELL (asks dircctor) Shall I kill mysolf?
DINECTORwweSurcd YOU'LL come nearér winning the prize with a tragie ondinge
NELLe (%o hero) Arent you coming, really? What shall I Qo?
PESSINISTe Flip a coing
FELL (flips a coin) Tails8 (motions to one of hor spirits to pot o sheet from
the property man)
DIRECTOR WHAT ARE YOU DOINGY?
NELLe I can® swoon on this dirty floor with this on's Mrse Van Coutren would
skin me alived (lthen sheet is spreads eshe takes a pill)
DILECTOR  (To Hero when Nell diecs) See what youlve donc?
PESSIMISTe Might as well make it a massacred (kills dummy and attempts to kill
Woll?s Evil Spitit)
CIOIRmmmm==STOPY YOU CANYT KILL HER SPIRIT ¢



